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General Business Conditions 


In all the reports being sent out now there is a note 
of real‘optimism. Tariff legislation is out of the way for 
the time, at any rate, and all lines of business seem to 
be on the up grade. One of the most abundant crops 
the country has ever seen is ready to furnish transpor- 
tation companies a maximum traffic. With a large per- 
centage of the receipts from this movement, material will 
be bought from the manufacturers for betterment and re- 
newals. Employment will be given those thrown out by 
the panic and the consymers among the laboring class 
can resume their normal rate of -expenditure for living. 
The farmers will be better off than ever before and with 
their prosperity follows that of the large class of manu- 
facturers and dealers who supply their wants. 

It may be that suddenly returning prosperity may 
make us forget our recent serious troubles, for the les- 
sons of experience are often forgotten too soon, but even 
so, if that is the temperament of the American people, 
there is a measure of philosophy in it. Our present 
scope of opportunity makes our troubles temporary in 
character because we have more than we require as a 
nation. We are not to have this condition so many 
years longer, however, unless we conserve our resources 
and take thought for the future. 

Within twenty years a new situation will confront 
us, and we ought to take thought for the future in the 
form of such treatment of what we have as-to make our 
legacy permanently valuable. We are not pessimists, but 
we have seen some rainy days. 


THE TRAFFIC BULLETIN. | 


Saturday, August 21, 1909 


Phe ae Ty aR eee 


245° 
ATTACK DES MOINES ORDER 


Carriers Ask Federal Court to Restrain Enforcement of 
Commission’s Mandate Reducing Propor- 
tional Class Rates 


Charging that its enforcement would unduly prefer 
Des Moines and prejudice the Mississippi river cities 
and that the mandate was contrary to law in that it 
required the complainant to accept a less sum for ‘the 
transportation of merchandise than had been fixed by the 
Commissidn itself as just and reasonable, the Chicago, 
Rock Island & Pacific Railway company on Wednesday 
of this week filed a bill of complaint in the Circuit court 
of the United States, Northern District of Illinois, East-, 
ern Division, asking that an injunction be issued against 
the enforcement of the order of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission in the cases of the Greater Des 
Moines committee, Inc., vs. Chicago, Rock Island & Pa- 
cific Railway company et al. Nos. 1231 and 1289, in 
which the Commission ordered reductions in the pro- 
portional class rates, applying on traffic originating east 
of the Illinois-Indiana state line, from Rock Island, IIL, 
to Des Moines, Ia. 

An intervening petition has also been filed in be- 
half of the Illinois Central, the Chicago Great Western, 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, Chicago & Northwestern, 
Chicago, Burlington & Quiney, Iowa Central and Wa- 
bash Railroad companies, asking to be made co-com- 
plainants in this case. 

The action of the roads was, as indicated in a recent 
issue of THE TRAFFIC BULLETIN, by no means unex- 
pected. As was then pointed out, the underlying prin- 
ciple in the present suit is the same as in the Burn- 
ham-Hanna-Munger and the Kindel cases. Both of these 
are at present awaiting the decision of the court upon 
the question of making the interlocutory decrees issued 
permanent. That the-carriers would uphold the stand 
taken in those cases by seeking the annulment of the 
order reducing proportional rates to Des Moines was 
generally considered the only course open to them. 


A review of the bill of complaint filed with the 
court in the Des Moines case follows: 


Digest of the Bill. 


After the customary opening statements as to the 
corporate identity of the petitioner and the nature and 
origin of the defendant Interstate Commerce Commission, 
the bill takes up the railroad service in Iowa. The state- 
ment is made the complainant, together with the inter- 
veners, with the exception of the Wabash railroad, own 
and operate 91 per cent of the total mileage in Iowa. 
This total is’ placed at about 9,405 miles. This is fol- 
lowed by a description of the situation of*the New York 


Central, Pennsylvania and Wabash lines with respect 
to Des Moines traffic. 


Then follows the declaration that, owing to the ap- 
plication of the Official Classification on eastern and the 
Western on western roads, the establishment of. joint 
through rates is impossible. The extension of the Offi- 
cial Classification to the western termini of the eastern 
roads involved is next set forth. The situation is. sum- 
marized in the following language: “Said Official Classifi- 
cation and rates based thereon are carried from the east 
to the said points upon the Mississippi river; on all rail- 
roads west of said river the Western Classification ap- 
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plies, and all rates west of said river. are based upon 
said Western Classification.” 

Equalization of Rates. 

“Your orator further avers,” continues the bill, “that 
the line of your orator from Keokuk and Burlington to a 
large portion of the state of Iowa, including the city of 
Des Moines, is shorter than the line to such territory 
from the other cities, known as the Mississippi river 
crossings aforesaid; and your orator avers. that the local 
rate for the transportation of merchandise from Keokuk 
to Iowa points, as fixed by the authorities of the state 
of Iowa, added to the rate for the transportation of mer- 
chandise from the east to the city of Keokuk by the said 
Pennsylvania and Wabash lines, was the lowest aggre- 
gate charge for the transportation of merchandise from 
eastern points to the said territory in the state of Iowa.” 

A number of eastern lines reach Chicago, but not 
‘Keokuk; in order to share,in the traffic to Iowa, declares 
the petition, it was necessary that rates be established 
to the Upper. Mississippi river crossings, which would be 
on a par with the rates to Keokuk and Burlington ini- 
tiated by the Pennsylvania and the Wabash lines. The 
equalization of the rates from these crossings to Iowa 
territory with rates from Keokuk and Burlington to the 
same destinations followed. These rates, it was set 
forth, were of necessity based upon the Official Classifi- 
cation, because the rates of the aforesaid eastern lines 
to Burlington and Keokuk were constructed upon that 
basis. The date of this adjustment is given ‘as about 
the year 1887, the same year in which the first inter- 
state commerce law was enacted and approved. 

The history of the establishment of the present 
proportional rates is then discussed. The fact that at 
that time the combination rate on St. Louis on traffic 
destined to the Missouri river and originating in the 
east was materially lower than the combination on Chi- 
cago, and the endeavor to equalize the aggregate charges 
via both gaterways, is given as the genesis of the propor- 
tional rate system in this territory. Its fluctuations and 
early vicissitudes are set forth, and the various steps 
taken to bring about the present basis of rates between 
the competitive river basing points described. “After 
several attempts, the system of rates now in effect was 
evolved, and it will be seen by a comparison of the sum 
of the proportional rates made under the first adjust- 
ment, that the lowest in and out rates on the Mississippi 
river locally and the prevailing rates on through busi- 
ness, now under ‘discussion, are practically one and the 
same.” 

Despite the existence now of two sets of rates, local 
and proportional, from Rock Island, Ill., to Des Moines— 
the local being less than the proportional—it is contended 
that in their application practical equalization is effected. 
“Your orator avers that, as a result of the equalization 
of rates hereinabove described, there are two species of 
rates upon which merchandise may be shipped from east 
ern cities to the city of Des Moines and other Iowa cit- 
ies; one species, known as local rates, being the rate 
from the eastern point of origin to the Mississippi river 
cities, together with the local rate from such Mississippi 
river city, to the city of Des Moines and other Iowa 
cities; the other species of rates being what are called 
proportional rates, and being the rate hereinabove de- 
scribed as applicable only to merchandise shipped from 
eastern cities through the Mississippi river crossings to 
the city of Des Moines and other Iowa cities. The pro- 
portional rate applicable on through business for the haul 


THE TRAFFIC BULLETIN. 








- * b *, x Ne a3 ey > 
. Vol. TV, No. 8 


ae 


‘from eastern Mississippi river\ crossings is lower than 


the local rate from such eastern city to the said Missis- 
sippi river crossings. And the proportional rate from 
such Mississippi river crossings to the city of Des 
Moines is higher than the local rate from such Missis- 
sippi river crossings to the city of Des Moines, but the 
aggregate of the two proportional rates applied on the 
transportation of a through shipment from eastern cities 
to the city of Des Moines, is the same as the aggregate 
of the lowest rates mentioned; so that the shipments 
of merchandise from any eastern city to. the city of Des 
Moines, whether the same be shipped upon the propor- 
tional rates applicable to through business or upon the 
lowest combination of local rates, are charged the same 
amount for such transportation:” 


Proposed Rates Preferential to Des Moines, 

The Mississippi river crossings are important com- 
mercial centers, declares the bill; in the interior of Iowa 
are several ambitious centers, such as Cedar Rapids, 
Waterloo, Marshalltown, Ottumwa, Oscaloosa and Fort 
Dodge, all competing with one another and with Des 
Moines. It is averred that the present rate adjustment 
and equalization of charges preserves for each of these 
competitive centers its natural advantages of location 
without extending to any one of them any artificial ad- 
vantage or benefit by reason of preferential railroad rates 
or rate adjustments. To enforce the reduced © propor 
tional rates on Des Moines traffic as prescribed in the 
order of the Interstate Commerce Commission would have 
the effect, it is charged, of giving that city undue advan- 
tage and preference and would discriminate against the 
aforesaid competitive commercial centers. 


Present Rates Just and Reasonable. 


Declaration is made that all the rates in question are 
just and reasonable, relatively and per se; that the ad- 
justment and equalization of rates as described in the bill 
of complaint is legal, proper and reasonable; that they 
are non-discriminatory, and that the aforesaid rates yield 
to the complainant only a fair. and proper return for the 
transportation service rendered. 

As further proof of this, it is set forth that the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, in case No. 1285, upheld, 
with the exception of an 8-cent reduction in first-class 
rates, the legality and reasonableness of the complain- 
ant’s class rates from Chicago to Des Moines. The re- 
turns to the carrier, under the proportional rates in ques- 
tion, are less, it is averred, than under the class rates 
declared by the Commission to be just and reasonable. 

It is alleged that the cost of handling eastern busi- 
ness to Des Moines is equal to, and in many cases greater 
than, the expense incident to the transportation from 
Chicago to Des Moines. The latter traffic is tendered 
to the complainant by team at its freight depots or in 
carloads at the various industries located upon its tracks; 
whereas, traffic originating in the east is delivered either 
by team or by a car switched from one of the eastern 
lines. The expense in this case for handling is alleged 
to be as much, and in most cases more, than on traffic 
consigned locally from Chicago to Des Moines. 


Attacks Commission’s Order. 

To obey the order of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission reducing the proportional rates would, it is 
averred, result in the loss of thousands of dollars annu- 
ally in the revenue of the complainant. It is charged that 


the said order is unreasonable, unjust, oppressive and un- 
lawful; that it is in excess of the powers conferred upon 
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the Commission by the Act to Regulate Commerce and 
is in violation of the constitution of the United States, 
particularly the fifth amendment thereto, in that, in pre- 
venting the complainant from charging what are alleged 
to be its just and reasonable rates, it deprives said com- 
plainant of its property without due process of law; 
that said order compels complainant to accept returns 
for its transportation services that are non-compensatory. 


Reiterates Discrimination Charge. 


That the order of the Commission will work an un- 
due preference in favor of Des Moines and be unduly 
prejudicial and discriminatory to the interests of its com- 
petitors in that territory is here reiterated. It will com- 
pel the complainant, it is charged, to deliver goods from 
eastern cities to Des Moines at lower aggregate charges 
than the sum of the locals on the Mississippi river. 
This, it is averred, would enable the merchants of Des 
Moines to extend their territory to unwarranted propor- 
tions, would enable the merchants in that city to sell in 
territory naturally the Mississippi river cities’ by right 
of location. 

It is further averred that the effect of the enforce- 
ment of the Commission’s order would be to destroy the 
equalization of rates within the state of Iowa as main- 
tained by the state railroad commission’s schedules, and 
instead of preserving the present equality of rates as be- 
tween the Mississippi river crossings and Des Moines and 
other interior points within the state of Iowa, would pro- 
duce an illegal preference and advantage in favor of Des 
Moines. 

The order of the Commission should be held void, 
it is contended, because it is in excess of the authority 
vested in that body in that it requires the complainant to 
accept for its proportion for the transportation of through 
merchandise delivered to it at Chicago for carriage to 
Des Moines a less sum and amount than declared by said 
Commission reasonable compensation for the transporta- 
tion of merchandise from Chicago to Des: Moines. 


Would Destroy Present Commercial Status. 

As in the previous bills in related cases, it is charged 
that the enforcement of the order of the Commission 
would work havoc to long-established commercial condi- 
tions; that business has been established in that terri- 
tory in reliance: upon and on the faith of the equalized 
rates- hereinbefore described. The Commission’s order, 
declares the bill, would destroy the equality of opportu- 
nity in competition now possessed by the cities in this 
region. 

Disregards ‘Revenues of Carriers. 


The reduction in proportional rates, it is averred, 
was made without consideration being given to the fact 
that the merchants paying.said rates enjoyed the benefits 
of the low proportional rates applying east of the river. 
The proportional rates reduced apply .only on through 
business. Inasmuch, says the bill, as the complainant, 
in equalizing said proportional rates because of commer- 
cial conditions, shrank its earnings on through business 


east of the river for the transportation of through busi- 


ness by it from Chicago to the river in consideration of 
the maintenance of the said proportional rates west of 
the river, it would be unjust and inequitable to compel 
said complainant to maintain the present proportional 
rates east of the river while contemporaneously denying 
it the present proportional rate west. 

If the order of the Commission is allowed to go into 
effect, it is contended that it will necessarily mean the 
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lowering of the rates charged for the transportation of 
through merchandise from Rock Island to Des Moines. 
If said rates are so lowered “it will be extremely difficult 
for your orator, even if the said order should finally be 
set aside by the decree of this court herein, to restore 
the present rates, and as a consequence thereof the en- 
forcement of said order would result in a great disturb- 
ance of the business of your orator and in a consequent 
irreparable loss to your orator.” 

No date has been set for a hearing on the question 
of granting the temporary restraining order. 


Texas Board Issues Orders 

Austin, Tex., August 20.—The following orders have 
been issued by the state railroad commission: 

The cottonseed tariff has been amended so as to 
provide that until July 1, 1910, carload shipments of 
cottonseed cake reaching Galveston via the Galveston, 
Harrisburg & San Antonio railway and intended for 
export may be ground at Galveston under the regular 
transit rules. Cancelations of the exceptions to the 
cottonseed tariff applying on distances less than twenty- 
five miles upon the above road between San Antonio 
and Stockdale have also been made. 

The Texas & Pacific railway has been ordered to 
observe this change in the planing in transit rules: 
“No inbound expense bill may be used on more than 
one outbound car of lumber, but when surrendered for 


refund of all’ or part of charges will be canceled in its 
entirety.” 





Railway Men Secure Club-House 





The Chicago Railway club, organized last May, yes- 
terday completed arrangements for securing as perma- 


nent headquarters the old rooms of the Iroquois club | 


at 112 Monroe street, and they will be made ready im- 
mediately for the occupancy of the 400 members of the 
club. The third and fourth floors are being remodeled 
into a large dining room, a reception room, reading room 
and library, and a writing room. Billiard and pool tables 
will be supplied, and a complete commissary outfit will 
be installed. 

A large lecture room will be provided for holding the 
various entertainments which have been arranged, includ- 
ing addresses by prominent railway authorities on sub- 
jects of interest. The presidents and other leading offi- 
cials of the principal Chicago railways are members of 
the club. The officers are: W. B. Barr, president; B. W. 
Duer, vice-president; E, L, Bevington, secretary, and Carl 
Nyquist, treasurer, 


Car Movement Shows Gain 





Indianapolis, Ind., August 20.—For the week ending 
August 7, 25,461 loaded cars were received and _ for- 
warded here, against 22,173 in the corresponding week 
of 1908, and 23,370 in 1907. 

The movement was the largest of any week since 
1907, all the lines sharing in the improvement. It is 
also much larger than at any previous period, as fully 
70 per cent of the present cars in service are 60,000 
to 80,000 pounds capacity per car, and consequently 
carry much larger loads. 
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STILL IN FIGHTING MOOD 


Denied Injunction in Texas-Colorado Rate Advance, 
Kindel Plans to Take Case to Commission 
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Denver, Colo., August 20.—Denied a temporary re- 
straining order enjoining the Colorado & Southern, the 
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific and the Atchison, To- 
peka & Santa Fe railroads from putting into effect tar- 
iffs filed with the Interstate Commerce Commission nam- 
ing advances in the rail-and-water rates from New York 
to Denver via Galveston, George J. Kindel has decided 
to take his case to the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion. In addition, he is reported to have advised all 
Denver merchants to continue to ship via the Galveston 
route, pay the increased rates, save the expense bills 
and file a consolidated suit with the Commission against 
the railroads, charging the carriers with imposing dis- 
criminatory and excessive rates and asking for repara- 
tion. 

The higher rates went into effect a week ago. Opin- 
ion as to their justness is divided here. Some claim that 
the decrease of 25 cents in first-class rates in reality 
imposes no additional hardship on the shipper, but 
merely brings back the rates slashed by the advent of 
the Texas City Steamship company in the coastwise 
traffic and the ensuing steamship rate war to the- old 
level, and preserves the recognized differential between 
the all-rail and rail-and-water routes from New York to 
Denver. Others argue. that the sole purpose of the in- 
crease is to throttle the steamship company and bring 
on an era of rate adjustment unrestrained by active 
water competition. 

The attempt of Mr. Kindel to block the present 
advance was not without its spectacular features. When 
proceedings were first started, it was intimated that it 
would be necessary to furnish a bond if the injunction 
against the carriers was granted. Accordingly, not with- 
out some difficulty, it is said, Mr. Kindel managed to 
secure pledges sufficient to enable him to go before 
United States District Judge Robert E. Lewis, prepared 
to put up a bond for $600,000. But the judge declined 
to issue the interlocutory decree sought on the ground 
that jurisdiction in the case rested with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission alone. 

“While I know,” Judge Lewis is quoted, “some of 
the courts have differed in opinions as to authority in 
the matter of issuing such a writ, I am of the opinion 
that the Interstate Commerce Commission alone has the 
authority to order a change of rates, or to interfere 
with the enforcement of a rate which has been pub- 
lished in accordance with the act to regulate commerce. 
This is a matter too far reaching for me to interfere. 

“But I will not dismiss the suit with prejudice. I 
will let the petition lie on record in this court: until 
the petition can go before the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. Then if the Commission decides that the 
rates are excessive, the matter can be taken up here 
again and the order of the Commission may be enforced 
by this court.” 

The petition of Kindel for an injunction alleged 
the new rates to be unreasonable and excessive and 
to be discriminatory against Denver and other Colorado 
common points. The statement was made that the in- 
creases will add $100,000 per month to the freight bills 
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of Denver merchants. The principal. advances are al- 
leged to be as follows: First-class rates, 25 cents; class 
A, 11 cents; canned goods, green coffee, paints, soda 
bicarbonate and sugar, one-half cent; drugs and medi- 
cines, $1:05; harness leather, 42 cents; oilcloths and 
linoleums, 26 cents; paper bags and wrapping, 15 cents; 
soap, 27 cents. 


Committee Secures Rate Reductions 


New Orleans, La., August 20.—The monthly report of 
the freight and transportation committee of the board 
of trade, in addition to discussing the new corn rates 
agreed upon by the shippers and carriers and then ap- 
proved by the state railroad commission, also states that 
as a result of these rates it has been able to arrange 
with the Rock Island-Frisco lines for the routing of ex- 
port grain from Kansas City and Oklahoma points to 
New Orleans, 

Other matters considered in the report follow: 

“Burlap Bags—The department has secured a reduc- 
tion of 18 cents per 100 pounds carloads and 24 cents 
less carloads on burlap bags from New Orleans to Salt- 
ville, Va., where are located alkali plants, consuming a 
great quantity of bags. The manufacturer’s efforts to 
get a satisfactory rate had failed, and he requested this 
department to take the matter up in his behalf. 

“Canned Goods—We have secured an advance of 6 
cents per 100 pounds in the rate on canned goods from 
Avery’s Island to Texas, so as to make the rates from 





‘there no lower than from New Orleans. 


“The department has filed a complaint with the state 
railroad commission against the Gulf, Colorado & Santa 
Fe railroad, asking that it be required to make rates on 
classes and commodities from New Orleans to its sta- 
tions in Louisiana no higher than from Houston to Gal- 
veston. There are eighty-five miles of the Gulf, Colorado 
& Santa Fe road in Louisiana, to all of which the rates 
from Houston and Galveston on classes, and a number 
of commodities, are much less than from New Orleans. 
The board of trade’s appeal to the Gulf, Colorado & 
Santa Fe to adjust this situation has been denied, hence 
our petition to the state railroad commission. 

“The department is investigating with the carriers 
the matter of the advance in handling charges by the 
railroads on export and import freight at New Orleans. 
It is submitting them to the shippers for their views in 
regard thereto, and as to whether or not they desire to 
take any action in regard to them. 

“The department is making effort to secure a further 
reduction in the rates on coffee to Texas points, as 
against the New York competition. 

“The department is prosecuting actively the advance 
of $2.50 per car in the switching charge growing out of 
the switching of cars from the New Orleans & Great 
Northern and New Orleans & Northeastern railroads by 
the Public Belt and Illinois Central via Millaudon street 
to New Basin industries, over what it was via the South- 
ern Pacific, St. Joseph street and Illinois Central. Until 
recently, when this interline switching went to the Pub- 
lic. Belt, this service was performed by the Southern 
Pacific to St. Joseph street and thence by the Illinois 
Central to New Basin industries at a gross charge of 
$4.50 per car. The charge via Millaudon street is $2 to 
the Public Belt and $5 to the Illinois Central. There is 
vigorous complaint from shippers about the increased 
cost of this switching.” 
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Renewed Prosperity Assured Says Big Banking House; 
Bumper Crops May Reduce Cost of Living 





If the advance guard of the prosperity-boomers were 
in need of further proof of their predictions, they would 
find ample confirmation of their -.roseate hue of con- 
ditions during the coming months in the annual “Crop 
and Business Report” of the Commercial National Bank 
of Chicago. There is no pessimism here, but a marshal- 
ing of hard facts that point the way to increased com- 
mercial development. Coming as it does from one of 
the strongest and best-known financial institutions, not 
only in the middle west, but in the entire country, the 
genuinely optimistic tone of the report carries weight 
and authority such as few reviews of commercial and 
industrial conditions can lay claim to. 

Not the least interesting to the student of economics 
is the prediction that the bumper crops of this year 
will probably have a tendency to reduce the cost of 
living without, however, reacting unfavorably upon the 
financial interests of the agricultural class. The sen- 
sitiveness of railroad activities to commercial conditions 
is also prominently set forth, and the cheering reports 
of increased traffic and a resumption of purchases by 
the carriers are recorded. : 

We quote the following from the advance copy of 
the report: 

Prosperity in Sight. 

“It is no longer necessary to speak in cautious terms 
of faint and scattered signs of industrial revival. The 
evidence of improving conditions is too abundant and 
conclusive to be gainsaid.. The movement has devel- 
oped so rapidly during the last three months, and now 
includes so many lines and has gained such momentum 
that, with fundamental conditions all favorable, a _ re- 
lapse is no longer to be feared. The industries of mod- 
ern society are so interdependent that starting the ma- 
chinery from a state of inaction is like starting an 
eight-horse team; it is difficult at first to get them 
pulling together, but when they have gained momentum 
even the lagging members are swept into line and are 
soon keeping step and pulling their share of the load. 

“All of the signs that denote rising prosperity and 
all the conditions precedent are at hand. The wreck- 
age of the panic has-been cleared away; the apprehen- 
sions which it aroused have disappeared, and-our people 
are facing the future with an optimism and courage 
born of knowledge of the wonderful resources of this 
country. Shelves are bare of surplus goods and the 
country has grown up to its facilities and equipment. 
At this opportune time to inaugurate a new era of 
prosperity comes the best all-round crop ever produced 
in this country. 


Condition of Crops. 


“Yields of the great cereals this year are at a 
bumper record; the final determination will be required 
te give it first or second place with 1906, when wheat, 
corn and oats as recorded by the Agricultural Depart- 
ment aggregated 4,627,000,000 bushels. The yield of 
wheat per acre was only exceeded once in recent years, 
the aggregate of 735,049,000 falls little below the 1906 
crop of 735,260,000 bushels, which was the second largest 
crop ever gathered, the record being made in 1901, 
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when 748,000,000 took the edge off a poor corn yield. 
The effect of this great crop coming after two years 
of small yields has stimulated business, as elsewhere 
recounted; it comes in time to replenish the depleted 
stocks on farms, granaries, elevators, mills, warehouses 
and stores. The returns are the more gratifying because 
the year opened unpropitiously. : 

“While high prices were apparent last summer, the 
return to the wheat farmer this year will be, yield 
considered, as remunerative. The grain has come to the 
market at an average price higher than last year, when 
early marketings in the southwest were sold at 75 to 
80 cents a bushel, and the early marketings this year 
over the entire winter belt was from $1 to $1.15. The 
price on the farm now is from 86 to 92. The price 
will be fixed by the European demand, which this year 
will be sufficient to take care of all our surplus, which 
will not be in excess of last year, as the replenishment 
of stocks will absorb a large quantity over the normal 
consumption. Wheat will be remunerative to the farmer, 
because values are trending higher, and the consuming 
public will be saved from exorbitant prices by the gen- 
erous harvest. 

“King Corn sits again in majesty over his domain; 
the plant has been more vigorous, and promises a pro- 
duction far beyond the 2,668,000,000 bushels of last year. 
Our -returns indicate a crop of 2,974,000,000 bushels. 
The acreage has been materially increased, being 109,- 
000,000 to 101,000,000’ last year—the great increase has 
been in Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana and other southern 
states. The big belt holds its own, with an increase; 
Illinois, exceeding 10,000,000 on the government estimate 
of acreage. 

“Plenty of corn widens the profits of the farm, for 
eighty per cent is consumed at home; it means to the 
farmer a large feeding business, the fattening of more 
pork, the rearing for the market of more cattle. The 
value of the corn is not measured on the farm by the 
market quotations, but by the value of hogs and cattle. 
The promise of an immense. production of hogs and 
cattle is in the bumper corn yield, and the development 
of a greater prosperity on the farm. The surplus states 
will, turn out their largest yields and furnish the east 
with its feeding grain. The south will find a good 
recompense in corn for the cotton fields that were aban- 
doned. It is this wider dispersion of corn over the 
country that gives rise to the feeling that the premier 
crop will not sell at the former low levels that pre- 
vailed in years of plenty. 

“Oats has come into its own again as corn, and 
the outlook is for a crop of 940,000,000 bushels. Last year 
our estimate of 840,000,000 bushels was made when the 
government August report indicated 873,000,000 bushels, 
and the final government figures were scaled 30,000,000 
bushels. This year the oats acreage has been increased 
materially, and the yield has been unusually large in 
many states. , 

“The barley crop promises a total of 183,431,000 
bushels, comparing with 166,756,000 bushels last. year, 
and rye a crop of 35,131,000 bushels, against 31,851,000 
a year ago. 


Cheaper Food. 

“The value of such a crop at this juncture is ines- 
timable, for all lines of business will feel its stimulating 
influence and all classes will share in its benefits. The 
farming class has enjoyed a remarkable period of pros- 
perity, covering the last eleven years, and its buying 
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power has been the great steadying factor in the indus- 
trial situation since the late depression began. But the 
prices of all farm products, which have reached in re- 
cent months the highest general level ever known, have 
been oppressive to the consumer and the source of much 
discontenf. The food crops of 1909 are so generous in 
their proportions that a noticeable decline in the cost of 
livmg may be expected, while the farmer will make up 
in quantity what he loses in price and continue to be 
as good a customer as heretofore. Wheat, on the har- 
vest reports, has declined fifteen cents a bushel, and if 
the present prospects for corn are realized, meats will be 
cheaper. Large crops of oats, barley, flax and hay also 
mean more feed for live stock and lower prices for dairy 
products and other table foods. At the same time the 
unprecedented volume of the crops will supply a heavy 
business for the railroads, warehousemen, millers, packers 
and middlemen, furnish additional employment for labor 
and stimulate the demand for equipment and supplies. 
The trade centers that are in immediate touch with the 
best agricultural districts, such as St. Paul, Minneapolis, 
Omaha, Kansas City, Des Moines and Sioux City, make 
very rosy reports upon trade conditions and prospects. 


Railroads Gain, 


“In our Review last year we called the farmers and 
the railroads the strongest and the weakest links in the 
industrial chain. So they are now, but the situation of 
the railroads and their relation to the general situation 
are rapidly changing. Their troubles two years ago were 
various and threatening. The costs of operation had 
been rapidly increasing and hostile legislation was both 
reducing their revenues and impairing their credit. -They 
did not object so strenuously to national regulation, but 
the general movement by the states to fix rates and con- 
ditions was alarming. Early in 1907 the collapse of the 
market for railway securities foreshadowed an early sus- 
pension of extensions and improvements, while the panic 
and decline of revenue stopped them peremptorily. A 
policy of rigid economy was adopted, under the necessity 
of which, tens of thousands of employes were laid off, 
but the wage rate was generally maintained. 

“Railway earnings were severely affected during the 
first months following the panic, due to the disposition 
throughout the business world to reduce stocks of mer- 
chandise and curtail operations, but, gradually, important 
influences, chief among which were the prosperity of the 
agricultural sections and the stimulus given to building 
operations by low-priced material, made themselves felt 
in heavier traffic. At the present time railway traffic on 
the principal lines out of Chicago is practically normal. 
One of the leading trunk lines to the west reports mer- 
chandise loadings at Chicago in July, 1909, 11.6 per cent 
above July, 1907. As earnings improved and the money 
market began to absorb railway bonds on favorable 
terms, and the state legislatures assumed a milder at- 
titude, the skies looked brighter to the railway manager, 
and he began to listen to his purchasing agent, who 
argued that railway equipment and supplies were tempt- 
ingly low and that they could not abstain from buying 
much longer. He listened also to the reports of his 
division superintendents upon the crop prospects and the 
likelihood of a car shortage, and began to give orders. 
And, finally, within recent weeks projects covering new 
construction work have been taken up and extensions 
and improvements are now again under consideration. 
The railroads are not yet spending money as they did in 
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the years 1905-07, but at the rate the traffic of the coun- 
try is developing they must constantly improve their 
facilities for, handling it. Money is now obtainable on 
fair terms and a good degree of activity in railway con- 
struction may be expected next year. 


Building Industries, Steel, Textiles, Etc. 


“The building industry is usually among the first to 
recover after a period of general depression, due to de- 
clines in the price of building material and to better labor 
conditions. Building operations throughout the country 
are now On an unprecedented scale, the permits issued 
in cities where records are kept showing for the first six 
months of this year values fifty per cent over the first six 
months of 1908 and slightly in excess of the phenomenal 
year 1907. The importance of this situation in the great 
building industry is far-reaching, for not only does it 
mean that the building trades are fully employed at the 
1907 scale of wages, or better, and that the allied indus- 
tries producing building material are recovering from 
the disaster that struck them in 1907, but it is signifi- 
cant of the spirit of confidence which pervades the 
country. 

“The activity in construction, the renewal of pur- 
chases by railways, and the increasing orders due to the 
exhaustion of mercantile stocks, has worked a revolution 
in the iron and steel industry. From a condition of 
great depression it has come back since February to 
practically normal activity. Wages have been fully re- 
stored, prices have had a reasonable advance and manu- 
facturers commonly predict that 1910 will be the greatest 
year in the history of the industry. A striking demon- 
stration is afforded of the remarkable rapidity of our 
industrial development in the fact that, despite the 
enormous enlargement in steel-making capacity in the last 
ten years, all the large producers are now planning 
important extensions, the announcements to this effect 
within recent months aggregating approximately $100, 
000,000. 

“The production of copper is the greatest on record 
and that of lead rapidly approaching normal. The man- 
ufacturers of heavy machinery, power plants and electri- 
cal equipment, all of whom suffered a practical suspension 
of business in 1908, are up to about 75 per cent of their 
capacity and look for full activity next year. The textile 
manufacturers are generally running to their capacity, 
which is being considerably enlarged by new mills and 
additions. The manufacturers of agricultural implements 
never had a better business. The automobile industry is 
still making phenomenal gains, the piano trade is not 
complaining, the silverware business is good, and gen- 


erally speaking, the demand for luxuries warrants the 


conclusion that reasonably good times are here, 


Lower Costs. 


“Most manufacturers report a reduction of costs as a 
result of the depression, ranging up to 25 per cent. Wage 
reductions were few, but the chief gain has been in the 
higher efficiency of labor. One firm divides its economies 
into 7 per cent in rate of wages, 15 per cent in increased 
efficiency and 3 per cent in supplies. As business in- 
creases in volume this gain in efficiency tends to dis- 
appear, as the fringe of inferior labor which is always 
first to lose employment is taken back. In many lines 
the demand for labor already exceeds the supply, this 
being particularly true of high-class mechanics. An 
automobile manufacturer writes: ‘Our business is being 
somewhat limited by the lack of competent labor. We 
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believe there has never been in this country such a de- 
mand for competent, high-skilled workmen as exists to- 
day.’ An important Chicago firm manufacturing railway 
equipment gave its force a voluntary advance in wages 
recently in order to hold them and secure the additions 
required to turn out the new orders being received. 

“The dull times have furnished an opportunity and 
an incentive to manufacturers to reorganize their estab- 
lishments and improve their methods. Merchants have 
had a valuable lesson upon the subject of overstocking 
under the pressure and stimulus of good trade, and 
permanent economies and lasting benefits will result. 

“The country is ,by no means back to the 1906-07 
degree of pressure in business affairs. The situation is 
more or less uneven, some lines quite recovered, others 
not doing so well, but all gaining, and all confident that 
an abundant period of prosperity is beginning. 

Panic in Retrospect. 


“The panic is far enough behind and recovery near 
enough at hand to permit a review of the’ whole episode. 
Looking at the record of bank deposits, loans and re- 
serves, it is difficult to realize that a crisis of great 
severity was experienced in 1907 and enormous losses 
inflicted upon labor and capital. It is true that a great 
volume of business has been transacted throughout the 
period of depression, but modern industry is so highly 
organized and nicely balanced that a comparatively slight 
derangement may take the margin from millions of busi- 
ness and curtail the comforts in hundreds of thousands 
of homes. And this occurred as a result of the panic 
of 1907. When a single railway system is obliged to dis- 
charge 18,000 men (and what makes it necessary in one 
case makes it proportionately so in others), and when 
industrial concerns by hundreds cut their payrolls in 
half, something has occurred that society needs to under- 
stand. The story that is told by the thousands of letters 
which are the basis of this Report, of the unexpected 
blow received October 28, 1907, of the suspension of in- 
dustry and waste of productive energy, and of the slow 
process of reorganization, is profoundly impressive. 

“Looking back at the situation now, it does not ap- 
pear that any adequate cause existed for the disturbance. 
There had been a period of great prosperity, fourteen 
years having elapsed since the previous panic, and there 
is a popular opinion that a crisis must come about every 
fifteen or twenty years, but it is not easy to see just why 
this one was required. There had been speculation in 
land, but land values have held their own and advanced 
throughout the depression. There had been speculation 
in stocks, but the general level of stocks is as high now 
as before the panic, on the strength of the manner in 
which the companies maintained dividends throughout the 
depression. There had been an enormous investment of 
capital in the improvement and extension of our rail- 
ways, but it is all productive and more is needed. There 
had been a large development of electric interurban rail- 
ways, but they were commonly profitable. There had 
been a great building boom in the cities, but a greater 


one is under way now. There had been a vast amount 


of construction work, enlarging the industries of the 
country and increasing their productive capacity, but in 
few lines is there a surplus of equipment to-day. In 
short, although we had passed through a wonderful 
period of expansion, it appears now to have been wisely 
directed. There is an insignificant percentage of capital 
tied up in unproductive investments. The fact is that 
the business of the country was in healthy- condition at 
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the time of the panic. No widespread epidemic of fail- 
ures followed it, notwithstanding the severe test to which 
all credits were subjected. The banks which were obliged 
to close their doors generally reopened or liquidated 
without loss to their creditors. The more notable indus- 
trial failures were not due to unprofitable business, but 
to the embarrassment of too much business with sudden 
cutting off of business. Dun’s Review for July 3, 1909, 
makes a conclusive showing from the record of failures 
for thirty-five years that ‘with the wonderful expansion 
of the area and activity of trade in the United States 
there has taken place a correspondingly remarkable de- 
crease in the percentage of business defaults.’ It adds: 

“On the basis of such a showing, covering such a 
long period of time—a full generation in human life—it 
is surely reasonable to conclude that as the country is 
growing larger, its financial units bigger and its indus- 
trial activities greater, its stability of business, owing to 
more conservative financial methods and to more careful 
systems of credit and accounting, is steadily increasing.’ 

“It is difficult, therefore, even after the post-mortem, 
to see just wherein the prosperity which was interrupted 
in 1907 was false or unsound, and it is also difficult to 
understand why a period of well-directed development 
and well-balanced trade should necessarily end in panic 
and disaster. No reason is apparent why a well-ordered 
system of exchanges should not go on as indefinitely as 
if each individual was supplying all his own wants. 


Currency System Responsible, 


“The truth is that responsibility for panic of 1907 lies 
at the door of our currency system. No other adequate 
cause can be found. We do business by the modern 
system of bank credits, the enormous volume of which 
is shown elsewhere, but we have failed to supplement 
this machinery with the means for readily converting 
bank credits into cash. : 

“Elsewhere it is said that European’ economists criti- 
cize American bankers for lending up close to the legal 
reserves, leaving no margin for sudden and exceptional 
demands. This unquestionably is the true explanation 
for the extreme and rapid fluctuations in interest rates 
here. With money lending at unremunerative rates there 
is little surplus now to meet the impending fall demands. 
If these demands should be large, our system has no 
resource within itself to meet the situation. Nothing can 
be done but: buy or borrow gold in Europe at the best 
terms obtainable, 

“It is idle to hold the individual bankers responsible 
for this state of affairs. What can one individual banker 
in 20,000 do, by sacrificing his profits, to remedy the evil? 
The individual banker must conform to the practices 
which prevail in the business. He must pay interest on 
deposits if his competitor does, and when he has. as- 
sumed the same burden of expenses he is under the same 
pressure to keep his funds employed. This is the in- 
exorable necessity which compels American bankers to 
‘lend up to the hilt.’ This is the fundamental weakness 
of the American system. Incidentally it may be observed 
that this weakness cannot be cured by any ‘guaranty of 
deposits,’ which puts the poorest banker on a level with 
the best, and enables the most reckless to set the pace 
for all. 

“In France, the central banking institution, upon 
which is fixed the responsibility of carrying reserves ade- 
quate to protect the business interests of the country, 
with an outstanding circulation of $1,000,000,000, is run- 
ning at this time with reserves equal to 75 per cent of 
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both circulation and deposits, a position which would 
enable it to double its note issues if necessary. And 
practically every other country in the world has defi- 
nitely located in some responsible agency the power to 
meet the varying demands for a lawful currency. With 
tariff revision now out of the way, the next big task to 
which the present. administration will address itself is 
that of reorganizating our currency system. The cur- 
rency commission is already at work, and it is to be 
hoped that public opinion will be ready to approve some 
policy that will safeguard this country against money 
panics as completely as other countries are protected. 


Rising Commodity Prices. 


“In our circular to business firms soliciting facts and 
views for this Report, mention was made of the prevail- 
ing tendency of prices upward during the last ten years 
and of the variety of opinions touching the cause, and 
expressions were invited upon this subject. Many of our 
correspondents responded, and while all views are rep- 
resented, most of them attribute the rising prices to a 
growing scarcity of raw materials and increasing wages, 
rather than to the influence of monopoly or the new sup- 
plies of gold. Many are disposed to believe that the new 
gold may be a factor, but consider the subject rather too 
abstruse for definite conclusions, 

“Among business men, generally, the tendency to 
consolidation is not regarded as a threat of monopoly, or 
as an ihfluence for higher prices, but rather as an in- 
evitable and usually advantageous development. Here is 
one typical expression of this view: 

“‘Apart from a very few ‘concerns, the so-called 
monopolies sell goods for a very much smaller margin of 
profit than did their predecessors in the same lines of 
business. Any of them that make money do so by 
volume of trade and not from a large percentage of profit 
on the business. Year by year profits decrease in very 
much every line of business, and consolidations are forced 
on manufacturers and merchants if they are to remain 
solvent.’ 

“And here is another: ‘As to rise in prices, I can 
see no indication that prices are rising or have risen due 
to the development of so-called consolidation, monopolies, 
or trusts, which in part control to a considerable extent 
some lines of industry. We have found that those large 
concerns generally make fairer and lower prices as their 
capacity to manufacture and supply the trade increases. 
We believe that as fast as such eoncerns enlarge their 
capacity to meet the market, they lower their prices to 
increase the consumption of the articles, which wise and 
proper policy is, we believe, generally followed. Indi- 
cations to us are that we get lower prices on account of 
the development of consolidation and economy of manu- 
facture than prevailed ten years ago?’ 

“A large consumer of steel, referring to this inquiry, 
says: 

““‘T do not consider that the conditions which have 
existed in the steel industry since the United States Steel 
Corporation was organized have been unfavorable to 
consumers. Believe it better than when on open market. 
There is no monopoly of steel interests when you con- 
sider the large number on the outside making structural 
and sheet steel in very large quantities.’ 

“The rise of wages and the cost of living act and 
react upon each other, every increase in the former fall- 
ing upon consumers, who are in large part the wage- 
earners themselves. This feature of advancing costs is 
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frequently noted in .the correspondence, the following 
extract being typical: : 

“In spite of 85 per cent increase in wages in four- 
teen years, we cannot see that our employes are living 
very much better than they did fourteen years ago. 
Provisions and clothing are almost proportionately higher. 
The almost universal organization of the mechanics of 
the building trades’ into unions, commanding very high 
wages and making unreasonable exactions of various 
kinds, has fully doubled the cost of building with con- 
sequent increase in rents to the working classes.’ 


Actual Tendency of Prices. 


“The most famous commodity tables in existence are 
those compiled by Mr, A. Sauerbeck of London which 
were made familiar in the United States during the silver 
agitation. At that time the grievance was that prices 
were falling and that injustice was being inflicted upon 
the producers. Mr, Sauerbeck’s tables were based upon 
the prices of forty-five commodities in the London market 
during the eleven years, 1867-77. He has averaged the 
monthly prices of the same commodities each year there- 
after down to date, and compared them with the eleven 
yéars’ average by a percentage calculation. His tables 


show the following percentages from 1878 to 1908 inclu- 


sive: 

SETA Gs Si os Co uSokes o eadeeewes OE, Eta. « %. 6:00 Wai ok 95 8S 4adecolaee 63 
MIB. Bad WAL oe via kau paced SOr RONG sa Siwansoobetiiiiedipemee 62 
MMS so Ula tee Lek. se bdso ities OG 6 Rac area ae ee 61 
WOES, Siete eke hence eee Gee ee os sa cee keer 62 
Si ig tire wad cle ives ess kore Oe. MM, . Sales ncang RboeueeR eile 64 
BO oie acitad eee woke ah de BS) De siaicnbCaciscecclkbtes eb decease 68 
BBRE Sek i cde Sant se be os Se PE AMIN ai ck Gaba ode lee cools 75 
MONG. odo hos Peas Vas eaeene de ON BOO re nsec ates eae 70 
Ping ose ards ct ec ces see Co I Soe te A couse edades 69 
BONES oo sabe ettthns ioasaitese BE. ME bore ides a dbvod s Oo acces 69 
MM iit sino Chobin e wiwhae oe BO | TU a6 en. Scns s Och nalbueucines 70 
PRU. Cisse os OTE OES sels od We UO y cceinss Uae scau aces 72 
SR AE ea BS UNO ck Sant scat de bk oa kis Hew 77 
MAME Cs Lets otcee cocae cates We EME ok e hadceovelestcaner been 80 
Ds biles s Fae F4cb ee keh ceed Dk Cs TE 1K cas deed ees Uhicduces 73 
Paso op. 0 ons niet giasea oddiaeleteeeale 68 


“This table shows that there was an almost constant 
decline in prices in an open world’s market from the 
period adopted as the base down to the year 1896, and 
an upward movement since then, except for the reaction 
in 1908. In the latter year prices averaged about the 
same as in 1885, 

“For the five years 1894-98 prices were practically at 
a standstill at the lowest point ever known, and in all 
recent discussions of rising prices and the increased cost 
of living these five years are invariably taken as the 
basis of comparison. The first thing to be said about all 
such statements is that those prices were abnormal and 
exceptional, and cannot properly be used to show the 
usual level of prices in the past. It is within common 
knowledge that they were made in a time of extreme 
depression, under industrial conditions incomparably 
worse than those of 1908. A part at least of the rise 
which has occurred since then is to be regarded as a 
normal.recovery, and needs no other explanation. 

“In seeking an explanation for the downward course 
of prices from 1866-77 to 1894-98 and the rise since, it is 
important to understand that these tables are composed 
mainly of crude materials, i. e., products of the soil, 
forest and mines, and the simpler manufactures closely 
related to them, such as flour, pig iron, cotton cloth, etc. 
The period from 1879 down to 1892 was an epoch-making 
one in the exploitation of new territory, and the natural 
result must have been to cheapen such products. One of 
our correspondents describes the situation as follows: 

“In the olden days' a new far west would be 

(Continued on Page 253.) 
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Industrial Revival at Hand 


(Continued from Page 252.) 


opened every few years. It would drain the population 
away from the older sections, and they in turn on rich, 
fertile land would make big crops and ship back east. 
That is all over now, and we are becoming transformed, 
even in the south, from a rural and farming nation, 
where everybody raised produce with few to buy it, and 
are becoming an industrial people where there are many 
mouths to feed and few farmers proportionately.’ 

“What is true of the grains is also true of lumber, 
coal- and iron ore. It was not many years ago that 
timber had to be very accessible and of good quality to 
be worth anything. In general the growth of population, 
the more complete occupation of the country, the passing 
of the period in which natural wealth had no market 
value, must have an effect upon prices, and the period 
of bottom prices, 1894-98, was about the time when the 
turn from old conditions to new occurred, 

“The original impulse to higher prices came from the 
growing,demand for these natural products which enter 
into general consumption. Higher prices for these neces- 
sities made higher wages all around the circle of the 
industries and increased the costs of all manufactured 
goods. It is a fact, however, that the percentage of rise 
on manufactures is usually less than that upon raw ma- 
terials, improved machinery and methods being counter- 
influences. 

Prices in the United States, 

“There are no continuous tables for commodity prices 
in this country, similar to those compiled by Mr. Sauer- 
beck, which go back as far as his tables do. The most 
satisfactory record of commodity prices in the United 
States is kept by the Bureau of Labor, Department of 
Commerce and Labor, which goes back no further than 
1890. This table includes the wholesale prices upon about 
250 commodities in the principal markets for those com- 
modities in the United States. It covers our. principal 
native products and an important list of standard articles 
of manufacture. The average prices for the ten years, 
1890-99, are taken as the base and the average for each 
year is compared by percentage. 

“In comparing this table with the Sauerbeck table 
it is well to bear in mind that prices in London have 
been practically free from the influence of custom tariffs, 
while in the United States this influence affects some 
articles in a varying degree. When the home market is 
in a congested condition, as it was in. 1905-07, the restric. 
tions upon imports affect prices more than at other 
times, 

“It will be seen that this table agrees with the Lon- 
don table in showing that the years 1894-98 were years 
of abnormally low prices, the averages’ rising in both 
directions. They indicate that prices declined while new 
countries were being rapidly opened, and advanced as 
consumption gained upon production: 

“The Bureau of Labor table is as follows: 


SUMMARY OF RELATIVE PRICES OF COMMODITIES, 1890 
TO 1908, BY GROUPS. 


(Average price for 1890-99-100.) 


Metals 

Farm Clothesand Fuel and and Im- 

Year, Products. Food, Etc. Clothing. Algpting. plements. 
1896... G6 ccere 110.0 112.4 113.5 104.7 119.2 
LBPE a ese 121.5 115.7 111.3 102.7 111.7 
LEP eh ge 111.7 103.6 109.0 101.1 106.0 
1893. ccc ceitee 10K 110.2 107.2 100.0 100.7 
Ds ee ee 95.9 99. 96.1 92.4 90.7 
1895 93.3 94.6 92.7 92.0 
LEGG 50 eee 6 78.3 83.3 91.3 104.3 93.7 


ROME: coe 3 tee. 85.2 87.7 91.1 96.4 86.6 
SE chs che 96.1 94.4 93.4 4 86.4 
1809. cc ckes 100.0 98.3 96.7 105.0 114.7 
1900, x 109.5 104.2 106.8 120.9 120.6 
SWE « tie''s-0'3% 116.9 105.9 101.0 119.5 111.9 
POOR swhicd suse 130.5 111.3 102.0 134.3 117.2 
SOK n¥'5-6:be'e's 118.8 107.1 106.6 149.3 117.6 
Debccicvc ste 126.2 107.2 109.8 132.6 109.6 
SOMES side so, 8 124.2 108.7 112.0 128.8 122.5 
DOOR wcvercus 123.6 112.6 120.0 131.9 135.2 
BOOT eicks s ewes 137.1 117.8 126.7 135.0 143.4 
TORR 06 Sess 133.1 120.6 116.9 130.8 125.4 
Lumber and Drugs House ’ All 
Building and Furnish- Miscella- Com- 
Year. Materials. Chemicals. ing Goods. neous. modities. 
TON as eens 111. 110.2 111.1 110.3 12. 
PER es si06:9 108.4 103.6 110.2 109.4 111.7 
Beis ccce aed 102.8 102.9 106.5 106.2 106.1 
BODB 2.6 Fei < 0.0 101.9 100.5 104.9 105.9 105.6 
IOs. cic te:5 96.3 89.8 100.1 99.8 6.2 
1895. 94.1 87.9 96.5 94.5 93.5 
TA sos eves 93.4 92.6 94.0 91.4 90.4 
1897. 99.4 94.4 89.8 92.1 89.7 
Wives sass 95.8 106.6 92.0 92.4 93.4 
Weeonss ob as.0 105.8 111.3 95.1 7.7 101.7 
GE as vos we 115.7 115.7 106.1 109.8 110 
TOG a5 116.7 115.2 110.9 107.4 108, 
i} ee 118.8 114.2 112.2 114.1 112 
are 121.4 112.6 113.0 113.6 113 
A <3 eo 122.7 110.0 111.7 111.7 113. 
BOOB. 0 oe seve 127.8 109.1 109.1 112.8 11 
SOG 55 6's 5.dt0 140.1 101.2 111.0 121.1 122.5 
WOE. cat.n b ae 146.9 109.6 118.5 127.1 129.5 
SUES we iicees 133.1 110.4 114.0 119.9 122.8 


“The influence of the increasing supplies of gold is 
unquestionably felt upon prices. The stock of money in 
the United States, outside the Treasury, on July 1, 1896, 
was $1,507,467,531, and on July 1, 1909, $3,113,058,601. 
The amount of lawful money reserve held by National 
banks at the date of their statement nearest to July 1, 
1896, was $321,352,228, and amount of their holdings at 
the date of nearest statement to July 1, 1909, was $917,- 
417,823. When it is considered that bank credits must 
bear a definite relation to the reserves, and that they 
have been not far from the limit most of the time, it is 
apparent that there could have been no such expansion 
of business, at the same prices, but for the new supplies 
of gold. Apparently this influence must be counted along 
with progressive scarcity in accounting for the rise of 
prices.” 


Objects to Loading Milk 


Columbus, O., August 20.—Complaint has been 
lodged with the state railroad commission against the 
Baltimore & Ohio railroad by the West Jefferson 
Creamery company of this city, alleging that the com- 
plainant is required to load milk cans into baggage cars 
and is denied a rate on milk shipped into Columbus 
from points more than 75 miles distant. 

Complainant avers that the rates themselves might 
be reasonable if the defendant carrier would do the 
loading and unloading. It is said that milk rates are 
in zones of 25, 50 and 75 miles distant from this city, 
but that no provision has been made in the tariffs of 
the defendant for the transportation of this commodity 
a greater distance. 





READING BUILDING ORE PIER. 
Philadelphia, Pa., August 20—In order to handle 
the increased traffic in imported iron ore—expected 
now to become still heavier because of the decrease in 
the tariff—the Philadelphia & Reading railway is build- 
ing a new pier at Port Richmond. 


EXPRESS COMPANY RE-ELECTS OFFICERS. 

At the annual meeting of the stockholders of the 
Wells, Fargo Company express, the retiring officers 
were re-elected. It is understood that the annual re- 


port of the company will not be ready until October. 
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COMPLAINTS BEFORE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 


American Lumber & Mfg. Co. of. 


Pittsburg, Pa., vs. Cent. of Ga. et 
al. (2752). 

Complainant alleges that 41 cents 
per 100 pounds freight on two car- 
loads of lumber from Glenwood, 
Ala., to Avis (Clinton County), Pa., 
in August, 1908, was excessive, and 
that 34 cents was the proper rate. 

Reparation is asked in the sum 
of $64.82. 

Baer Bros. Mercantile Co. of Lead- 
ville, Colo., vs. D. & R. G. and Mo. 
Pac. (2746). 

Rates on beer from St. Louis, 
Mo., to Leadville, Colo. 

Complainant alleges that it has 
been charged 90 cents, 92 cents, 
and in some instances 94 cents per 
100 pounds freight on beer trans- 
ported from and to above points 
during the years 1907 and 1909; 
that such rates are excessive and 
should not have exceeded 70 cents 
per 100 pounds. 

Wm. B. Harrison, attorney for 
complainant, Denver, Colo. 

Copper Queen Consolidated Mining 
Co. of Douglas, Ariz., vs. P. R. R. 
et al. (2756). 

Complainant alleges that it has 
been charged $256.59 freight on 
one carload of coke from Braden- 
burg, Pa., May 16, 1907, originally 
billed to Douglas, Ariz., and di- 
verted in transit to El Paso, Tex., 
and that such rate was excessive 
and should not have exceeded $7.80 
per net ton. 

Reparation is asked in the sum 
of - $39.75. 

Heintz, H. J., Co. of Pittsburg, Pa., 
vs. Pere M.' & C., M. & St. P. 
(2749). 

Complainant alleges that it has 
been charged 2114’ cents per 100 
pounds freight on a carload of salt 
shipped from Saginaw, Mich., to 
Ripon, Wis., and that the proper 
rate should have been 13% cents. 

Reparation is asked in the sum 
of $50.32. 

Little, F. B., of Waco, Tex., vs. St. L. 
S. W. et al. (2763). 

Complainant alleges that the fare 
from Cairo, Ill., to Waco, Tex., is 

- $19.85, whereas the fare from Waco 
to Cairo is $15.95, and that there 
should be no difference in charge 
for tickets, such as has been 
stated, and asks reparation in the 
sum of $3.90. 

Merrell, P. B., Co. of Billings, Mont., 
vs. C., B. & Q. et al. (2758). 

Complainant § alleges that the 
rates for transporting fresh meats, 
packing house products and live 
stock from Billings, Mont., to Oma- 
ha, Neb., St. Paul and Duluth, 
Minn.., Hastings, Neb., Fargo, 
Jamestown and Dickinson, N. D., 
Alliance, Neb., New Castle and 
Sheridan, Wyo., are excessive and 
unjust. 


Chas. D. Drayton, attorney for 
complainant, Washington, D: C. 


Olsen, Oscar C., of Lemmon, §S. D., 


vs. C., M. & St. P. (2760). 

Complainant alleges that he has 
been charged excessive rates for 
the transportation of general mer- 
chandise in less-than-carload lots, 
from St. Paul, Minneapolis and 
Minnesota Transfer to Lemmon, §S. 
D., during October and November, 
1907; that the rates based on sum 
of the locals are excessive and un- 
reasonable, and that the through 
rates as established November 26, 
1907, are much lower and are the 
proper rates. 

Reparation is asked in the sum 
of $200.59. 

Leonard bBrisley, attorney for 
complainant, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Payne, E. D., of Lemmon, S. D., vs. 


C., M. & St. P. and C., M. & P. S. 
(2754). 

Complainant alleges that he has 
been charged excessive rates of 
freight on boots, shoes and groce- 
ries, from St. Paul, Minn., to Lem- 
mon, §S. D., in November, 1907; 
such rates having been based on 
Missouri River, and that the fol- 
lowing are the proper rates: First 
class, $1.17; second class, $1; third 
class, 80 cents; fourth class, 64 
cents. 

Reparation is asked in the sum 
of $43.10. 


Payne, E. D., of Lemmon, S. D., vs. 


C., M. & St. P. and C., M. & P. S. 
(2764). 

Complainant alleges that the 
rates on classes 1, 2, 3 and 4, 
from Chicago and St. Paul to Lem- 
mon, S. D., are excessive and un- 
reasonable, and are largely in ex- 
cess of the rates as established 
November 20, 1907. Reparation is 
asked in the sum of $299.07. 

Leonard Brisley, attorney for 
complainant, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Penn, F. R., Tobacco Co. of Reids- 


ville, N. C., vs. O. D. S. S. Co. and 
Sou. Ry. (2753) 

Complainant alleges that it has 
been charged 40 cents per 100 
pounds freight on fifteen carloads 
of raw sugar, in bags, from New 
York, N Y., to Reidsville, N. C.; 
that such rate is excessive and 
that lawful rate should not have 
exceeded 26% cents. 

Reparation_is asked in the sum 
of $715.02. 

W. R. Perkins, attorney for com- 
plainant, 111 Fifth avenue, New 
York. 


Southern California Sugar Co. of 


Delhi, Cal., vs. San P., Los A. & 
St. L. et al. (2762). 

Complainant alleges that the de- 
fendants (San P., Los. A. & St. L., 
A., T. & S. F. and Sou. Pac.) will 
not make through rates in con- 
nection with the Pacific Electric 


Windsor Turned Goods Co., 


railway of California, covering 
shipments of sugar beets and other 
products of its factory at Delhi to 
points outside of the state of Cali- 
fornia, 


Western Hardwood Lumber Co. of 


Missouri vs. M., S. P. & S. S. M. 
et al. (2759). 

Rates on lumber. 

Complainant alleges that it has 
been charged 85 cents per 100 
pounds freight on lumber to Los 
Angeles, Cal., from New Orleans, 
Eola, St. Landrey, Wham and Clay- 
ton, La., Butternut, W1is., Memphis, 
Tenn., Phillips, Wis., and Okalona, 
Ark., and that the proper rate 
should have been 75 cents. 

Reparation is asked in the sum 
of $692.60. 

Percy & Hughes, attorneys for 
complainant, Memphis, Tenn. 


Weber Club and Intermountain Fair 


Assn, of Ogden, Utah, vs, 0. S. L.,, 
Union Pac. and Sou. Pac. (2761). 


Complainants allege that rates to. 


Ogden, Utah, during its fair period 
are excessive and unreasonable, as 
compared to the rates charged by 
the defendants to Salt Lake City, 
Utah, during the Utah State Fair 
Assn. period, and asks that per- 
sons residing in Utah, western 
Wyoming, eastern Nevada and 
southern Idaho, who may desire to 
attend the Intermountain Four 
State Fair, held at Ogden, Utah, 
in September of each. year, be 
given a rate of one fare for the 
round trip. 

H. H. Henderson, attorney for 
complainants, Ogden, Utah. 


The, of 
Piqua, O., and Windsor, Ont., vs. 
C. & O. et al. (2757). 

Complainant alleges that the 
rates on hardwood lumber and di- 
mension stock are excessive and 
unreasonable from Big Creek and 
Central City, W. Va., Cedar Grove, 
Carter, Rockwell, Chambers, Har- 
rold, Smith Creek, Hillier, Pond 
Creek, Graves Shoals and Hedges, 
Ky., to Windsor, Ont., and that 
the combination rates on Detroit, 
Mich., are the proper rates. 

Reparation is asked in the sum 
of $192.55. 


Wilburine Oil Works, The (Ltd.), of 


Struthers Station (Warren), Pa., 
ve. ®. BR. RD... & W: and N. Y., 
S. & W. (2755). 

Complainant alleges that it has 
been charged 22 cents per 100 
pounds freight on shipments of 
press oil distillate or wax distillate, 
from Edgewater, N. J.,to Struthers, 
Pa., during the months of August, 
September and October, 1907; that 
such rate was excessive and should 
have been 16% cents. 

Reparation is asked in the sum 
of $616.56. 








TO SELL ROAD UNDER FORECLOSURE, 

August 20.—Under the order of sale 
issued by the United States District court at Meridian, 
Miss., the Mobile, Jackson & Kansas City railroad will 
be sold the 23d of this month to foreclose a mortgage 


Mobile, Ala., 


amounting to about $8,000,000. 





It is understood that the 


plan of the depositing bondholders is to buy in the prop- 
erty in this manner and have the ownership revert to 
the new controlling company, to be known as the New 
Orleans, Mobile & Chicago railroad. 


August 21, 
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Illinois Commission Issues Docket of Proposed Revi- 
sions in State Schedule to be Considered 
Next Month 





Springfield, Ill, August 20—The state railroad and 
warehouse commission has issued its docket of petitions 
for additions to and changes in the Illinois .Commission- 
ers’ Classification of freight and has announced that 
consideration will be given the same at a meeting to 
be held at the Chicago office of the state board, 218 
La Salle street, the eighth of next month. The meet- 
ing is slated to begin at ten o’clock in the morning. 

The present docket contains. forty-one items and 
covers a wide range of commodities. A large number 
of changes have been requested in the ratings on 
canned goods, but these seem to be, not so much in the 
nature of petitions for reductions, as an attempt to 
simplify the classification of the various articles falling 
under this general head by placing them: in natural 
groups that may be conveniently referred to. The cur- 
rent docket, in addition to containing requests for 
changes on the more important commodities, such as 
agricultural implements, grains, packing-house products, 
chemicals and petroleum, also contains petitions for rat- 
ings on articles at present not specifically provided for. 

Of interest to all shippers is the rule proposed to 
cover the movement of freight refused or unclaimed by 
the consignee. At present the state classification covers 
this subject by no specific rule and it is suggested that 
the following be incorporated into the next schedule to 
supply the omission: 

“When the consignee of a shipment of freight re- 
fuses or neglects to receive same, it shall be the duty 
of the carrier at the point of destination to promptly 
notify the forwarding agent at point of origin of such 
facts. It shall be the duty of the forwarding agent to 
promptly notify consignor of the refusal or neglect of 
consignees to receive the freight, and said consignor 
shall not be liable for storage charges accruing on said 
shipment until notice is properly given.” 

In the following paragraphs we have endeavored to 
cover the petitions included in this docket, but for the 
convenience of our readers have disregarded the numeri- 
cal arrangement employed in the commissioners’ original 
and have reclassified the various items, wherever possi- 
ble, on the same general plan as is followed in the 
grouping of tariff abstracts in the Tariff Section of 
THE TRAFFIC BULLETIN. The item number as it appears 
on the commissioners’ docket is indicated, however, in 
each instance by being placed in parentheses after the 
commodity: 

Agricultural Implements, Vehicles and Parts. 

The Railroad Committee petitions that Agricultural 
Implements (38), as described on page 1, item 21, of 
the classification be changed so as to read: ‘“Agri- 
cultural Implements, also parts of agricultural imple- 
ments, and Wind Mills, returned to point of shipment 
for repairs at O. R. B. C., or released, will be charged 
half tariff rates when returned by same railroad or 
railroads as originally forwarded by; when returned 
by other railroad or railroads than originally forwarded 
by, full tariff rates will be charged.” This change 
would substitute “O, R. B. C.” for “O. R. B. & C,” and 
where the classification now reads “returned to manu- 
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CLASSIFICATION CHANGES 


facturer,” the new rating provides “returned to point 
of shipment.” y 
Doubletrees, etc.: Doubletrees, Eveners, Neckyokes, 
Whiffletrees, Singletrees, Equalizers, etc., finished, K. D., 
for use on wagons, plows and agricultural implements 
now take various ratings, according to the finish and 
use of articles. Harbor Brothers company of Bloom- 
ington (1) have petitioned that an L. C. L. rating of 
third class be applied, irrespective of use of articles. 


Bags. 

The Decatur Cereal company has asked that empty, 
returned bags (4), now given a fourth-class L. C. L. 
rating as second-hand burlap or gunny bags, in bundles, 
bags or bales, be classified under Carriers, Empty, 
Returned, viz., “Bags, Second Hand, Burlap, Gunny or 
Jute, used in shipment of corn products, in bundles, 
bags or bales, charges P. P. or guaranteed, one-half 
of fourth-class rate.” 


Baskets, Crates and Carriers, 
See also “Bags.” 

The National Union Tea company of Peoria has re- 
quested that Empty Carriers (2), returned, P. P. or 
guaranteed, viz., Coffee Barrels, Boxes, Drums or 
Chests, be given one-half of fourth-class rates. At pres- 
ent no specific provision is made for the return of 
coffee carriers, while wooden boxes, N. O. S., nested, 
are rated as fourth-class in L. C. L. shipments. 

Kegs, Wooden, Tight Cooperage, for Pickles, Syrup, 
Vinegar, Kraut, Liquor, Oil, Cider, Jellies, etc. (3), are 
rated when classified as Kegs, N. O. S., actual weight 
one and one-half times first class; in boxes or crates, 
actual weight, first class, in L. C. L. shipments. The 
Union Cooperage company of St. Louis, Mo., has asked 
that they be described as “Wooden Kegs, Tight Cooper- 
age, N. O. S., actual weight,” and that they be given a 
fourth-class rating in L. C. L. lots. 


Canned Goods. 

The Merchants’ Exchange, Chicago, has asked that 
several changes be made in the ratings of canned 
goods. Caviar (21) is now included with canned goods, 
in tin cans, boxed, at fourth-class rates, L. C. L., and 
fifth, C. L. It is requested that these ratings apply 
to caviar in tin cans, glass or stone jars, when packed 
in wood, and to this commodity in bulk, in kits, kegs 
or barrels. 

Similar changes are requested with respect to 
Canned Fish, N. O. S., including Clam Broth and Clam 
Juice (22). 

Fruits and Vegetables (23), in tin cans, boxed; 
Vegetables, N. O. S., in glass, packed; Vegetables, 
desiccated, in cans; Sauerkraut, in wood or tin cans. 
boxed, and Kraut, in glass or stone, boxed, all take 
fourth-class rates, L. C. L, and fifth class, C. L.; 
Baked Beans and Pork, in glass or stone jars, boxed, 
take an L. CG. L. rating of fourth class. The petitioner 
asks that all be given fourth-class C. L. and fifth- 
class C. L. rates, whether in tin cans, glass or stone 
jars, packed in wood or in bulk, in kits, kegs or bar- 
rels. 


A fifth-class C. L. rating on Maraschino Cherries 
and Pineapples (24), in glass, boxed, is also asked; 
the present classification makes no provision for éar- 
load shipments of these articles. 

Changes similar to those desired in the classification 
of canned fruits and vegetables, supra, are also re- 
quested with respect to the ratings on Meats and Soups 


256 


(25), a fourth L, C. L. and fifth C. L. rate being asked, 
whether the articles are shipped in cans and jars or 
in bulk, in kegs, kits or barrels. 

Various changes are asked in the ratings on Milk, 
N. O. S., and Condensed (26). At present milk, in tin 
cans, boxed, takes fourth-class rates, L. C. L., and 
fifth, C. L.; in glass, boxed, it is rated first class in 
L. C. L. shipments, and this latter rating also applies 
to fresh milk in cans. Condensed milk, dry or liquid 
cream, evaporated, in glass, boxed, takes third-class 
rates in L.C.L. lots; condensed milk in cans, boxed, 
or in kegs, half-barrels and barrels, is rated fourth 
class L. C. L. and fifth C. L. The changes would be: 
Milk, N. O. S., in glass, boxed, or in cans, L. C. L., 
first class; Condensed Milk (dry or liquid) and Evapo- 
rated Cream, in cans or jars, packed in wood, or in 
bulk, in kits, kegs or barrels, fourth class L. C. L. and 
fifth C, L.; same in cans, jacketed, second and fifth 
class rates, respectively; Evaporated Cream, in cans, 
loose, first class, L. C. L. 

With respect to Mince Meat and Pie Preparations 
(27), rated fourth class L. C. L. and fifth C. L., when 
in tin cans, boxed and in packages, other than glass, 
while lacking the C. L. rating when in glass, stone or 
paper boxes, boxed, it is petitioned that fourth L. C. L. 
and fifth class ©. L. rates apply when the articles are 
in tin cans, glass or stone jars, packed in wood; in 
bulk, in kits, kegs or barrels; ‘in paper boxes, boxed 
and condensed; in fiber pails, boxed or crated. 

These ratings are also asked on Olives (28), whether 
in cans or jars, or in bulk, in kits, kegs or barrels. 

The same request is made in regard to Oysters 
(29), whether cove, pickled or spiced. 

The commissioners are asked to line up the ratings 
on Fruit Butter, Preserves, etc. (31), so that fourth- 
class ratings will apply on L. C. L. shipments and 
fifth on C. L. to the following: ‘Preserves, N. O. S., 
including Crushed Fruits, Fruit Butter, Jellies, Jams 
and Cranberry Sauce, in tin cans, glass or stone jars, 
packed in wood; in bulk, in kits, kegs or barrels; in 
fiber pails, boxed or crated.” 

The same rates are asked on Puddings, N. O. S. (32), 
in cans or jars, in bulk and condensed, in paper boxes, 
boxed. At present various ratings apply. Pudding and 
puddine, in glass, boxed, takes first and third class 
rates; puddings, in cans, boxed, fourth and fifth; dry 
puddings, in paper packages, boxed, third class L. C L., 
with no provision for C. L. movements, and plum 
pudding, in tin cans, boxed, fourth and fifth class. 

The commissioners are also petitioned to unify the 
rates on Syrups (33) and Molasses. Under the pres- 
ent classification, fourth and fifth class rates apply 
with the exception of syrup and molasses, in glass, 
packed. in barrels or boxes, which takes second and 
fifth class rates in L. C. L. and C. L. lots, respectively. 
The petition calls for the application of fourth and 
fifth class rates, whether in tin, glass or stone, packed 
in wood, or in bulk, in wood, and would consolidate 
the various descriptions into the following: “Syrup, 
N. O. §S., including Corn, Glucose, Rock Candy, Maple, 
Sorghum and Sugar, Syrup and Molasses.” 

A request is also made for a lining up of the de- 
scriptions of various Table Sauces (34) so that they 
will all fall under one head, instead of being scat- 
tered through several items, as is done in the present 
classification. Under this term, the petitioner would 
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include capers, catsup, chili sauce, chutney, horse- 
radish, salad oils and dressings, etc. 


Chemicals and Drugs. 

The Sherwin-Williams company of Cleveland, O., has 
requested lower ratings on Arsenate of Lead, Paste 
(10). They ask that the C. L. rating on this commodity, 
when in glass jars or earthenware crocks, be reduced 
from fifth to tenth class; when in cans, boxed, in 
pails, kits, kegs, half-barrels and barrels, they ask that 
L. C. L. rate be cut from third to. fourth class and the 
Cc. L. from fifth to tenth. 


Cider, Vinegar and Pickles. 
See also “Canned Goods.” 

The Merchants’ Exchange has requested that there 
be a lining up of the rates on-Pickles (30). The uni- 
form application of fourth and fifth class rates, in cans 
or jars, or in bulk, in kits, etc., is asked, and the de- 

_ scription is planned to embrace cauliflower, chow- 
chow, dillweed, kraut, onion and tomato pickles. 


Coffee, Sugar, Rice and Molasses, 
See “Canned Goods,” 


Cotton and Cotton Linters. ; 

The Railroad Committee has petitioned the commis- 
sion to raise the L. C. L. rating on cotton and cotton 
linters, uncompressed or in bags or bales, from second 
to first class. 

Dairy Products. 
See “Canned Goods.” 


Fertilizers, 

At present Cow Peas (13) take fifth class and grain 
rates in L. C. L. and C. L. shipments, respectively; 
dried peas take fourth and fifth class rates. L. 
Teweles & Co., Milwaukee, Wis., request that the 
disparity between the ratings on dried and cow peas 
be eliminated by advancing the rates on cow peas to 
those on dried peas or by reducing the dried peas 
rates to the cow peas rates. 


Fish and Oysters. 
See “Canned Goods.” 


Fruits and Vegetables. 
See also “Canned Goods” and “Fertilizers.” 
The Railroad Committee requests the elimination of 
item 54, page 5, providing a ninth class C, L. rating 
on Cider Apples (39). 


Glass and Glassware. 


The General Electric company, Schenectady, N. Y.,. 


has requested a reduction in the rating on Incandes- 
cent Electric Lamps (12), in packages, C. L. minimum 
weight 16,000 pounds. They ask that the L. C. L. 
rating be changed from double first class to one and 
one-half times first class. 


Grain, Grain Products and Straw. 


The Decatur Cereal company, Decatur, has requested” 
that the rating on Corn Products (5), viz., cornmeal, © 


hominy, grits, samp, corn flakes, etc., now given 2 
fourth class L. C. L. rate under the head of Cereal 
Products, be accorded rates 30 per cent above the 
C. L. rate on corn when the products are shipped in 
jute or cotton sacks or in barrels and in lots of 2,000 
pounds or over. 

The Murray & Nickell Manufacturing company, Chi- 
cago, have asked that Coriander Seed (19), in sacks 


or barrels, be given third and fifth class rates. No 


specific provision is made for this commodity in the 





August ; 


present 
N. 0. 8S 
L. Cc. L 


lron and 
The 
asked t 
and Vé« 
under 1 
an L. (¢ 
and a 
third ¢ 
and ve 
times | 
flat, in 
with a 


Live Sto 
The 
referen 
the ap 
of the 
the co 
on mi 
calves. 


Machine 
The 
petitio 
elimin 
ering 
The 
scripti 
_ ficatio 
Scrap 
those 


Miscella 
See a 
It h 
(6), € 
first | 
minin 
embr: 
paper 
The 
turers 
at pr 
a mil 
as ‘“‘/ 
charg 
class, 
Th 
has ; 
provi 
ons, 
r. 
missi 
class 
crate 
pres¢ 
Th 
ques 
Item 
prov 
food. 
bags 
appl 
lowi 
med 












BS august 21, 1909 


RES hee aha 
ae, 


RN Ege a He a ee PEE Cs Ue eto Te MRE Gr vee re ‘ 
: - ; Ss Ta le 


No. 8 
present classification, it being treated as a_ seed, 
horse- N. O. S., on which the ratings are first and third class, 
L. C. L. and C, L., respectively. 
iron and Steel. 
»., has The Willis Manufacturing company, Galesburg, has 
Paste asked that new ratings be made on Ventilator Frames 
lodity, and Ventilators, Skylight (11). At present they fall 
sduced under the head of Skylight Frames, Iron, Glazed, with 
ed, in an L. C. L. rating of one and one-half times. first class 
k that and a C. L, rate, C. L. minimum 10,000 pounds, of 
1d the third class. The petitioner would have the frames 
and ventilators when racked classed one and one-half 
times first in L. C, L. shipments; second, when K. D 
flat, in packages, and third class when in C. L. lots, 
there with a minimum of 16,000 pounds. 
1e uni- Live Stock. 
n cans The Chicago & Alton: railroad has petitioned that 
he de- reference be shown eliminating Live Stock (36) from 
chow- the application of Rule 11, governing mixed carloads 
of the same and different classes. On the other hand, 
the commission is asked to prescribe specific ratings 
on mixed carloads of live stock, and a description of 
calves, goats and ratings thereon are desired. 
ommis- Machinery and Machines. 
cotton The Otis Elevator company, New York, N. Y., has 
second petitioned that the words “not machine finished” be 
eliminated from item 31, page 7, supplement 12, cov- 
ering Cast Iron Hoisting Drums (7), on skids. 
The Railroad Committee has requested that the de- 
scriptions and ratings as- published in Western Classi- 
; _ fication No. 46 on Excavators and Pond or Road 
I grain Scrapers and Road Graders (41) be substituted for 
od those appearing in the commissioners’ classification. 
at the Miscellaneous. 
W peas See also “Canned Goods.” 
eas to It has been suggested that Musical Instrument Cases 
d peas (6), at present not specifically provided for, be rated 
first class L. C. L., and second C. L., with a carload 
minimum of 10,000 pounds. This classification is to 
embrace music instrument cases of wood, leather and 
paper, boxed. 
The National Association of Automobile Manufac- 
turers, New York, N. Y., request that Automobiles (9), 
tion of at present rated first class, L. C. L., when S. U., with 
rating a minimum weight of 5,000 pounds each, be described 
as “Automobiles, S. U., not boxed or crated, minimum 
charge 4,000 pounds each, at first class, double first 
N. Y, _ class, L. C. L.” 2 
isi ane The Manufacturers’ Association, Chicago Heights, 
tatehund has asked that the rating on Tale Crayons (14), now 
Cc. L. provided for under the head of Chalk or Chalk Cray- 
ou eal ons, in boxes, be reduced from second to third class. 
P. A. Marsh, Inc., Chicago, has petitioned the com- 
missioners to incorporate a carload rating of fifth 
class on Catsup (16), in glass or stone, boxed or 
quested crated. No carload rating is provided for in the 
rnmeal, © present classification. 
siven @ The Albert Dickinson company, Chicago, have re- 
Cereal quested changes in the L. C. L. rating on Food (18). 
ve the Item 8, page 10, supplement 10 to the classification 
pped in provides a fourth class L. C. L. rating on’ poultry 
of 2,000 food, ground meal and bone or grain screenings, in 
bags. The petitioner would have fifth class rates 
ny, Chi- apply on this commodity when falling under the fol- 
n sacks lowing description: “Food, Animal or Poultry (not 
es. No 
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or cracked), Grain Screenings, Cottonseed Hulls or 
Oat Hulls, with or without Charcoal, Ground Oyster 
Shells, or other Grit, in bags, weighing 100 pounds or 
over, but will not apply when article is packed in 
cartons or other packages enclosed in bags of the 
size specified.” 

Brown Bread (20), in cans, boxed, takes an L. C. L. 
rating of second class, with no C. L. .rating. The 
Merchants’ Exchange, Chicago, has requested that 
Boston Brown Bread, in tin cans, glass or stone jars, 
boxed, be given an L. C. L. rating of fourth class 
and a C. L. of fifth. 


Packing House Products. 

Armour & Co., Chicago, have requested that Cooked 
Meats (17), in wooden baskets with solid wooden cov- 
ers, without handles—at present not specifically pro- 
vided for—be given an L. C. L. rating of first class. 


Petroleum and Petroleum Products. 

The Railroad Committee has requested that the list 
of Petroleum Oil and its Products (37), and the esti- 
mated and minimum weights on same shown in IIli- 
nois Classification, be revised to agree with the 
Western Classification. 

Various shippers have petitioned that a fifth-class 
rate be applied on petroleum oil in storage tanks. No 
specific rating is made in the present classification. 
The conditions’ upon which it is requested that the 
aforesaid carload rating be applied are as follows: 
“Petroleum Oil (as listed), in storage tanks, securely 
attached to flat or gondola cars, actual weight of tank 
to be charged for, subject to a minimum weight of 
26,000 pounds.” 

The commissioners have also been asked to apply 
the same rates to shipments of petroleum oil and its 
products, when in iron drums, as apply on similar 
shipments in iron barrels. ‘Shipments in iron drums 
are not specifically rated in the current classification. 


Railway Materials and Equipment. 

The maintenance of way departments of the Chicago 
& Eastern [Illinois and the Big Four railroads have 
requested that a rating be made on creosoted wooden 
railroad ties (8). 

Textiles. 

The Reliance Manufacturing company, Chicago, have 
asked that provision be made for the application of 
lower L. C. L. rates on Cotton Overalls and Work 
Shirts (15). Under the current classification, clothing, 
boxed, takes first-class rates; in canvas bales, iron 
hooped, one and one-half times first class. The peti- 
tioner would have fourth-class rates apply to L. C. L. 
shipments of cotton made work shirts, unlaundered, 
and overalls, tied in bundles, packed in bales or 
boxed. 


Breaks Produce Record 


Camden, N. J., August 20—AIl previous records in 
perishable freight traffic in this section were broken last 
month. The West Jersey & Seashore line reports dis. 
tributing produce valued at $1,500,000 to the New Eng- 
land states, the middle west and to Canada. 

In July, 1907, the value of produce shipped by farm- 
ers of the six lower counties of New Jersey was $746,800. 
In 1908 the estimated value of the shipments was $1,178,- 
000, while July of this year shows an increase over 1908 
of $385,600. The total number of cars used to transport 
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this freight was 3,909—about 37 miles of cars if placed 
end to end. 

“For potatoes shipped from southern New Jersey in 
July 2,322 cars were required, and 1;047 to haul the toma- 
toes offered for transportation. In addition, 540 cars 
were loaded as follows: Apples 5, berries 148, clams and 
oysters 165, fish 148, peppers 19, poultry 46, mixed car- 
loads 9. 

That the campaign conducted by the Pennsylvania 
to promote the development of this section, together wita 
the establishment of fast freight service and the im- 
provement of its facilities, have put the farmers in south- 
ern New Jersey in touch with the consumers of a very 
wide area is indicated in the following distribution of the 
July shipments from that section: 

Twelve hundred cars were sent to Jersey City and 
New York, 6,228 to Camden and Philadelphia, 418 to 
Boston, 258 to other points in Massachusetts, 257 to 
Newark, 263 to Pittsburg, other points in Pennsylvania 
144, other- New Jersey points 55, New York points 216, 
Ohio 80, Chicago 17, Maryland points 2, Connecticut 150, 
Vermont 9, New Hampshire 57, Maine 27, Rhode Island 
86, Toronto 19, Montreal 15, and Michigan 8. 

The shipments in 1909 show an increase of 964 cars 
over 1908, and 1,831 cars over 1907. 


World Changes | 


L. W. Gent has been appointed commercial agent 
of the recently established agency of the Clyde- 
Charleston Fast Freight Line at Kansas City, Mo. 

Morell Law has been appointed general agent of 
the Iowa Central. and the Minneapolis & St. Louis rail- 
ways, with office at Omaha, Neb. Prior to this, Mr. 
Law held the post of traffic manager of the New Mex- 
ico Central railroad. 

T. H. Gillespie -has been appointed a contracting 
freight agent of the Canadian Pacific and the Minneap- 
olis, St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie railways, with office 
at St. Louis, Mo., vice J. M. Sanford, resigned. 

L. A. Robbins has been appointed assistant city 
passenger and ticket agent of the Missouri, Kansas & 
Texas railway at Houston, Tex., vice Gabriel J. Lee, re- 
signed. 

George Krause, Jr., has been appointed division 
freight agent of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & 
St. Louis railway at Cleveland, O., vice A. B. Hough, 
assistant general freight agent, resigned. : 


Craffic 








C. A. Doherty, division passenger agent of the North- 
west division of the Chicago Great Western railway, has 
also been appointed division freight and passenger agent 
of the Wisconsin, Minnesota and Pacific division, vice 
E. R. Beem, promoted. Mr. Doherty will have his office 
at St. Paul, Minn. 

Benjamin H. White has been appointed traveling 
passenger agent of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 
railway, with headquarters at Atlanta, Ga. Mr. White, 
who is a son of a former passenger traffic manager of 
this system, previous to his present promotion served as 
assistant rate clerk in the Chicago offices of the road. 

R, E. Perry has been appointed assistant genera} 
freight agent of the Intercolonial railway at Montreal, 
P. Q. He succeeds W. H. Olive, who has been assigned 
to other duties. 

J. M. Ferris, traveling freight agent for the Houston 
& Texas Central railroad at. Dallas, Tex., has been pro- 
moted to the position of commercial agent for this line, 
with headquarters at Corsicana, Tex. 

E. P. Leppert has been made traveling passenger 
agent of the New York Central Lines, with headquarters 
at Milwaukee, Wis. Prior to this appointment, Mr. Lep- 
pert held the position of district passenger agent of the 
Lake Erie & Western railroad at Peoria, III. 

H. R. Higgins has been appointed commercial agent 
of the Southern railway at San Francisco, Cal. 

W. G. Taggart has been appointed trading freight 
agent of the Pittsburg & Lake Erie railroad at Youngs- 
town, O. 


TRANSPORTATION CLUB OUTING. 


The Chicago Transportation association will give 
their annual outing to Milwaukee on the steamship Chris- 
topher Columbus Monday, August 23. An invitation has 
been extended to non-members to join in the trip. 


Alleges Anti-Pass Law Violated 


Omaha, Neb., August 20.—The county attorney has 
brought suit against the Union Pacific Railroad com- 
pany, alleging that on dates between January i and 
May 1 of the present year it issued nineteen trip passes 
to that number of persons who were neither employes 
nor dependent upon such employes for support, and 
that this was in violation of the state law. 

The law provides that upon conviction a fine of not 
less than $500 may be assessed for each violation. The 
law also makes the person receiving a pass equally 
liable with the railroad granting the favor. 


MORDEN FROG & CROSSING WORKS 


CcHIcCAGo 


FROGS, 


SWITCHES, 


CROSSINGS, 


SWITCH STANDS, 


GUARD RAIL CLAMPS, 


MANGANESE STEEL 


FROGS AND CROSSINGS tic Bars, 


COMPROMISE JOINTS, 
RAIL BRACES, ETC. 
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Railway 
Necessities 


High-Grade Rubber Goods, Fire Hose, Hose for 
all kinds of Pneumatic Tools, Gaskets, Reels, 
Nozzles, Fire Hose Carts, Rubber Cement, 
P. & W. Rubber Preservative, Rubber Boots, 
Leather-Soled Rubber Boots, Upholsterers’ 
Leather, Gimp, Leather Head Nails, Brass, 
Nails, Leather and Silk Fringes, Cocoa and 
Rubber Matting, Carpets, Cab Cushions, Cab 
Curtains, Nut Locks of all patterns and sizes. 


| handle only the very best. Satisfaction fully assured. 
Twenty-five years’ experience is at your service. 


So. Ss. WoOOoD 


Railway Supplies CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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MISCAUNO 


YOUR VACATION 















MISCAUNO INN 





Most beautiful summer resort in Wisconsin. Located 
on Miscauno Island in Menominee River, on Western Divi- 
sion of Wisconsin & Michigan Railway. Unexcelled loca- 
tion, modern in every detail. The Inn is furnished throughout 
with rare taste. and possesses all the modern requisites for 
the convenience and comfort of the guests. Spacious sun 
parlors and porches, reception rooms and elegant dining 
room. Service and cuisine receiving exceptional attention. 
A vacation spent at this resort will be one long to be remem- 
bered, resulting in a return visit. Garage in rear of hotel 
where automobiles are stored without charge. 

Excellent boating, fishing, hunting and all out-door 
amusements, including tennis court. 

For rates and further particulars at Inn address Mr. 
C. H. Sisk, Manager Miscauno Inn, Miscauno Island, Wis. 





DIRECTORY OF ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 


PRACTICING BEFORE THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. 


CHICAGO, ILL. 

BUNGE, THORPE & BURNS, Security bidg.; 
traffic matters in all courts and before the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission a specialty. 

J. SCOTT MATTHEWS, First National Bank 
bldg.; Interstate Commerce and State Regula- 
tion of Rates expert. Editor last edition 
“Hutchinson on Carriers.’’ Briefs written or 
hearings attended for-other attorneys. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO. e 

JONES & JAMES, Mercantile Library bldg.; 
practice before the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
JAMES MANAHAN, Corn Exchange building; 
Interstate Commerce cases a specialty. 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 

COFFIN & GOLDMARK, 229 Broadway, 
George C. Coffin and Herbert Goldmark. 
Practice before Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion and state and federal courts. References, 
Importers’ & Traders’ National Bank, New 
York Hay Exchange, etc. 


OMAHA, NEB. 


CHARLES S. ELGUTTER, Bee bldg.; Federal 
and State Courts; Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission; Nebraska State Railway Commission. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


SETH MANN, 250 Montgomery street; Inter- 
state Commerce cases. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


ARTHUR R. THOMPSON, Colorado building. 

CHAS. D. DRAYTON, Attorney and Coun- 
selor at Law, 801 Colorado building (formerly 
Attorney and Special Examiner for the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission). Practice be- 
fore the Interstate Commerce Commission 
specialized. Consultations given and opinions 
rendered in an advisory capacity to other at- 
torneys. 


JOHN B. DAISH, 602-6 Hibbs building; Inter- 


state Commerce cases only. 


LECKIE, FULTON & COX, Colorado building. 
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Directory of Transfer Agents, Freight Forwarders, 
Warehousemen, Custom House Brokers, etc. 





BINGHAMPTON, N. Y. . 
WAREHOUSE COM- 


MERCHANTS’ 
PANY. Storage, transfer and for- 
warding. The Quackenbush Company. 





BUFFALO, N. Y. 


BUFFALO STORAGE & CARTING. 
CO., 350-356 Seneca St. “Unsurpassed 
facilities” for ering ee trans- 
ferring and forwarding goods, Tele- 
phone No. 683. 





CAIRO, ILL. 


GLYNN’S STORAGE WAREHOUSE & 
TRANSFER LINE. Re-enforced con- 
crete building. Transfer agent and 
freight forwarder. Freight in car- 
loads or less distributed promptly. 
John P. Glynn, proprietor. 





CHICAGO, ILL. 


BELT LIND TRANSFER & STORAGHD 
CO., warehouses located at 76th and 
Wallace Sts., on Belt Railway; office, 
4 Sherman S8t.; do a general storage 
and transfer business; issue nego- 
tiable warehouse receipts, good at 
any bank. 


DOWNING, JUDAH & CO., First Na- 
tional Bank Bldg., Tel. Gentral 4768 
and 4769. Import and export freight 
forwarders, with offices in aJl paris 
of the world. Custom house brokers 
and attorneys. Marine insurance and 
general distributors. 


INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING 
CO., Manhattan Bldg., 315 Dearborn 
St. Export shipments to China and 
Japan ports and Manila at special 
rates. Carloads forwarded to those 
ports at frequent intervals. Write for 
particulars. 


JUDSON FREIGHT FORWARDING 
Co., INC., 443 Marquette Bldg. Car- 
load distribution to all railroads at 
Chicago without teams; L. C. L. ship- 
ments of machinery forwarded at re- 
duced rates to all principal western 
and Pacific Coast points. 


MIDLAND WAREHOUSE & TRANS- 
FER Co., 43d and Robey Sts. Belt 
line warehousing and es with- 
out teams. Carloads received rail or 
lake and reshipped rail, L. C. L., at 
Chicago rates. Insurance rate, 29c. 


POST-AMERICAN FORWARDING CoO., 
188 Madison St. General sto e, for- 
warding and distributing. Machinery, 
new furniture and other commodities 
assembled and forwarded at reduced 
rates to the principal cities through- 
out the West. Warehouses at i- 
cago and Chicago Heights. 


. W. SHELDON & CO., Monadnock 
Block. Import and export freight 
contractors, warehousemen and insur- 
ance agents; custom house brokers 
and custom house attorneys. 


G 


a a ne A Re eR = 
DALLAS, TEX. 


W. M. EDWARDS, JR., 113 Austin St. 
General transfer and forwarding 
agent; reshipping; storage, warehouse. 
Carloads or less consigned to our 
care will be delivered promptly. 





DENVER, COLO. 


DENVER STORAGE WAREHOUSE 
CO., 1521-31 20th St. Merchandise 
stored and forwarded. Insurance at 

rates. Consignments solicited. 
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DETROIT, MICH, 


B. FERGUSON CO., LTD., 
Fourth St. Authorized cartage agents 
for the MICHIGAN CENTRAL R. R. 
CO. General cartage and forward- 
ing. Special attention to carload dis- 
tribution. 


H. J. READING TRUCK CoO., 57 E. 
Woodbridge St. Authorized cartage 
agents for the Wabash and Canadian 
Pacific railways and for the Anchor 
Line steamers. Special attention given 
to distribution of carload freight for 
two or more parties. Merchan 
delivered as ordered. 





ELMIRA, N, Y. 

ELMIRA STORAGE & SUPPLY CO. 
General storage, transferring and 
forwarding. arehouses accessible 
to all railroads. Prompt service. 





KANSAS CITY, MO. 


K. & M. STORAGH Co. Ninth: and 

Santa Fe Sts. 

Track connection with all roads en- 
tering city. 

Carload stored, distributed and re- 
shipped. 

Track capacity, eight cars a day. 

Low insurance, prompt, satisfactory 
service. 

Bonded in accordance with state laws. 


TERMINAL WAREHOUSE CoO., 24th 
and Broadway, on Kansas City Beit 
Rallway. 

Reinforced concrete building. 

Carloads stored, distributed and re- 
shipped. 

Absolute safety in storing. 

Prompt and careful service in dis- 
tributing and reshipping. 

Insurance, 25c per $100 per annum. 





LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 


COMMERCIAL WAREHOUSE CoO., 501 
Byrd St. Storage, forwarding and 
transferring. Merchandise, agricul- 
tural. implements, furniture stored 
and shipped. Our own tracks. Ac- 
cessible location. Low insurance. Is- 
sue Ra aac receipts, good at all 
banks. 





. 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


LOS ANGELES TRANSFER CoO., 151- 
753 +S. Spring St. Baggage and 
freight distribution; consignments and 
—— our specialty. Established 
1886. 





LOUISVILLE, KY. 


LOUISVILLE PUBLIC WAREHOUSE 
COMPANY, INC. Import:and export 
freight contractors, transfer and re- 
shipping agents, custom house brok- 
ers. Bonded and free warehouses: 





MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


SECURITY WAREHOUSE CO., North 
First .St. Receivers and distributors 
of all kinds of freight for the North- 
west. Twelve storage warehouses. 
Largest warehousemen and forward- 
ers west of Chicago. Write us. We 
can save you time and money in sup- 
plying your trade in the Northwest. 


NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
CRESCENT 





ST, LOUIS, MO. 
BONDED EXPRESS & TRAN 


FIDELITY TRANSFER CO. Distrib- 





SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH. 
A. STIEFEL PIONEER TRANS 





SAVANNAH, GA. 
SAVANNAH WAREHOUSING CO, 





SCRANTON, PA. 





SEATTLE, WASH. 





WILKESBARRE, PA. 





WINONA, MINN, 


R. D. CONE STORAGH 
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FORWARDING @ 
TRANSPORTATION CO.,~LTD., 1225 
Tchoupitoulas St. Transfer agents for 
Ill. Cent. R. R., Y. ¥ R. 

M. L. & T 


fer agents and freight forwarders; 
collective cars solicited for distribu. 
tion and reshipment. 


SFER 
CO, Distributors of bulk shipments, 
— or less. Consignments so- 
cited. 


utors of bulk shipments, carloads or 
less. Consignments solicited. 


615 Tribune Bldg. General transfer 
and distributing agents. Carload dis- 
tribution our ecialty. Reliable and 
prompt. Established 1872. 


Wholesale distributors and manufac- 
turers’ agents. Modern brick ware- 
house and unexcelled transportation 
facilities. We make a specialty of 
representing manufacturers carrying 
goods at Savannah for supplying 
southern trade. Prompt attention 
given carload shipments for distribu- 
tion. Drayage. 


MERCHANTS’ WAREHOUSE CO. 
Commercial storage, transfer and for- 
warding; railroad sidings. The Quack- 
enbush Co., proprietors. 


TRANS-CONTINENTAL FREIGHT CO, 
305 Main St., Seattle; also New 
York, Chicago, Francises, Las 
Angeles. General forwarding and 
distributing, storage and trucking; 
warehouses ‘with track connections. 


MERCHANTS‘ 
Sto e, 
The 


Cae ore CU, 
r an ‘orwarding. 
uackenbush Co. 


The Gate City of ea 


a WARB- 
HOUSE CO. Storage, distribution 
and forwarding. 

Track connections with all railroads 
reaching northwestern points. Dock 
connections Mississippi River trans- 
port service. 

Issue negotiable and non-negotiable 
warehouse receipts. 

Write us; we want to give you par- 

ticulars. 


Sear rr re eee 


stribu- 





